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This course uses the concept of a region as the 

geographical approach to viewing the people and 

physical environment of the ear th.  This is a survey 

course that will begin with discussions of several global 

physical environmental systems, such as climate, soils 

and landforms.  This will be the foundation for 

discussion of related human systems and processes, 

including population growth, urbanization, 

ter ror ism geopolitics and economic development.  

Several regions of the world will be examined and 

discussed using this integration of human activities 

with the natural environment. 



 
 



 
 

This course meets the Social Science Foundation General 
Education (BF) Requirement 

 
This course meets two days per week and should be attended regularly by all 
students.   
 
WEEK   TEXT     
 
 
1-4  Introduction 
  Appendices A, B, C and Glossary-G1 

Chapter  3 Nor th Amer ica 
 
_________EXAM I    
4-8  Chapter  1 Europe 
  Chapter  2 Russian Realm 
 
__________EXAM I I    
8-12  Chapter  4 Middle Amer ica 
  Chapter  5 South Amer ica  
  Chapter  6 Nor th Afr ica and Southwest Asia 
 
_________EXAM I I I   
12-16  Chapter  7 Afr ica  
  Chapter  9 East Asia 
 
________EXAM IV  
 
 
 



Required text:  Concepts and Regions in Geography 2nd ed.  
H.J. DeBlij, Wiley, 2005 
 
GRADING:  The final letter grade will be determined by 
your performance on the 4 tests, each being 25% of the 
total grade.  No extra credit is given.  Incompletes are not 
given to avoid a bad grade.   



Each exam will have a map knowledge portion worth 
approximately 25 %.  The remainder of the exam will be 
composed of multiple choice, true-false and short answer 
questions.  Examine the maps and graphics in the text 
carefully as you read the chapters. Consideration for 
borderline grades will be given based on attendance and 
class participation.  There is no comprehensive final exam. 
 
ATTENDANCE:  Most of the test material (80-90%) will 
be presented in class.  It is very important to attend.  You 
must notify me, or have someone else notify me, prior to or 
within one day following if you miss an examination.  You 
must have a valid excuse with documentation to make up 
an exam.  Valid reasons to miss an exam include funerals, 
health problems and legal difficulties.  
 
 
 



 
 

Survey Reveals Geographic I lliteracy  
Bijal P. Trivedi 
National Geographic Today 
November 20, 2002 

See Survey Results and Test Yourself: Go>>  

In a nation called the world's superpower, only 17 percent of young adults in the 
United States could find Afghanistan on a map, according to a new worldwide 
survey released today.  

 

The young U.S. citizens received poor marks generally in geography. But then, as 
results showed, their counterparts in other countries were hardly star students.  

The National Geographic–Roper 2002 Global Geographic Literacy Survey polled 
more than 3,000 18- to 24-year-olds in Canada, France, Germany, Great Britain, 
Italy, Japan, Mexico, Sweden and the United States.  

Sweden scored highest; Mexico, lowest. The U.S. was next to last.  

"The survey demonstrates the geographic illiteracy of the United States," said Robert 
Pastor, professor of International Relations at American University, in Washington, 
D.C. "The results are particularly appalling in light of September 11, which 
traumatized America and revealed that our destiny is connected to the rest of the 
world."  

About 11 percent of young citizens of the U.S. couldn't even locate the U.S. on a 
map. The Pacific Ocean's location was a mystery to 29 percent; Japan, to 58 percent; 
France, to 65 percent; and the United Kingdom, to 69 percent.  

Are Young U.S. Citizens Amer icentr ic?  

Despite the threat of war in Iraq and the daily reports of suicide bombers in Israel, 
less than 15 percent of the young U.S. citizens could locate either country.  

More young U.S. citizens in the study knew that the island featured in last season's 
TV show "Survivor" is in the South Pacific than could find Israel.  



Particularly humiliating was that all countries were better able to identify the U.S. 
population than many young U.S. citizens. Within the U.S., almost one-third said 
that population was between one billion and two billion; the answer is 289 million.  

"It gives the sense that there is this Americentric thing going on—that we are big and 
powerful and have all these people in our country," said John Fahey, President and 
CEO of the National Geographic Society.  
Continued on Next Page >> 

 


